
 

Oxford Scholars in Action - Student Ambassador Scheme 

Background Information 

The Student Ambassador scheme is a group of students who are part of the Oxford Thinking 

Campaign. The network seeks to promote Oxford education among alumni, donors and potential 

donors to increase funding opportunities for students. If you like what you see in this pack and you 

think you’d make a great Student Ambassador, please fill in the attached application form and return 

it to Lucinda Yeates - Student Support Development Assistant (Lucinda.yeates@devoff.ox.ac.uk). 

What is a UODO Student Ambassador? 

A Student Ambassador is a storyteller. Nobody knows life at Oxford better than a student. No-one 

can explain the life changing impact of an Oxford education better than somebody who is 

experiencing it first-hand. Nobody can advocate the importance of funding for students better than 

a Scholar or Bursary holder.  

A Student Ambassador is someone who is able to talk about their experience of Oxford University to 

donors and potential donors with confidence and passion. Your story might just be the catalyst that 

spurs someone to make a donation to enable talented students like you to experience an Oxford 

education.  

What do Student Development Ambassadors do? 

Student Ambassadors are essential to our early communications with potential donors. Through face 

to face conversations and written testimonials, Student Ambassadors will share their experiences of 

Oxford University.  

Face to Face Conversations 

We hold events which alumni and potential supporters of the University are invited to and Student 

Ambassadors provide the face and voice of the University. You will be invited to meet and talk to 

potential donors, telling your story and inspiring them to find out more about making a gift to the 

University which will enable others to study at Oxford. 

Written Quotes and Stories 

We produce proposals and reports for donors and potential donors. Quotes from current students 

about life and learning at Oxford can bring these to life in new ways. As a Student Ambassador, you 

may be asked to write a short quote about a certain aspect of University life or studies. Quotes are 

like mini case-studies and can be more persuasive than hundreds of rows of statistics!  

Contributions to the Oxford Scholars in Action blog and Facebook page 

The quotes and testimonials provided by Ambassadors are perfect for our fundraising proposals and 

reports but we want to make best possible use of them. This year we will be uploading Ambassador 

testimonials, rolling updates, photos and videos to the Oxford Scholars in Action blog. You will be 
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encouraged to be as creative as possible to help spread the word about the impact of student 

funding at Oxford. In tandem, the Oxford Scholars in Action Facebook page will be a place to 

encourage warmth towards student funding amongst your peers. Again, this will be a place to be 

creative and will be great social media communications experience to add to your skill set. 

 

What is the bigger picture? 
As a Student Ambassador you will be helping the Oxford University Development Office to convey to 

donors the importance of bursaries, scholarships, internships and general student support. We are 

asking donors to help us to remove all barriers, real or perceived, to students who are academically 

able to attend Oxford by contributing towards Oxford Thinking, a £3billion fundraising campaign.  

We will be asking you to demonstrate your passion for Oxford, your drive and determination to 

succeed here and your own experience of student support. Your story will plant the seed that may 

turn into a major gift as the potential donor’s relationship with the University grows stronger.  

Our ultimate aim, securing a gift, comes a lot later in the relationship with a donor. The gifts we deal 

with can be six, seven or even eight figures so our donors take their time in making a gift. 

Negotiations can often involve lawyers and advisors to ensure both the University and the donor are 

acting properly and that funds will be used according to the donor’s wishes, for the best interests of 

Oxford. So, though you won’t be fundraising directly, your Oxford story will become the foundation 

on which a donor’s gift is made. 

What will I get out of this? 

As a Student Ambassador you will get the chance to build invaluable experience of networking and 

communication (written and in person), get an insider’s perspective of Oxford’s multi-billion pound 

Development Campaign, and have the opportunity to talk one to one with business and industry 

leaders about your experience of an Oxford education.  

 

Is this the right opportunity for me? 

If you tick the following boxes then this could be a brilliant opportunity for you to help make a real 

difference to your University’s future: 

 I believe in the importance of bursaries at Oxford University 

 I am able to talk enthusiastically or write compellingly about my studies and life at Oxford 

 I have the passion to be a successful representative of the University 

 

What Next... 

Please complete the attached application form and return to Lucinda Yeates 
(Lucinda.yeates@devoff.ox.ac.uk). Once we have received your application, we will be in touch to 
arrange a suitable date for the group induction session so that we can meet in person and discuss 
the opportunities on offer. 
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